49 Ways To Make Living In Papua New Guinea

An Expat's Guide to Living and Thriving in the Land of the
Unexpected

Papua New Guinea, a land of breathtaking natural beauty, vibrant cultures,
and endless possibilities, offers an unforgettable experience for those
willing to embrace its challenges. For expats seeking a life less ordinary,
this guide will provide invaluable insights and practical advice to help you
navigate the complexities of living in this enigmatic country.

Chapter 1:

Understanding the Cultural Landscape

PNG is a melting pot of over 800 distinct cultures, each with its own unique
language, traditions, and beliefs. Understanding these cultural nuances is
essential for building meaningful relationships and avoiding
misunderstandings.
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Respect local customs and traditions, especially when it comes to land
ownership, marriage, and social hierarchy.

Take the time to learn a few local phrases and greetings, which will go
a long way in breaking the ice.

Be patient and understanding when encountering cultural differences,
and seek guidance from trusted locals.

Chapter 2:

Finding Your Home Away from Home

Housing options in PNG range from modest apartments to sprawling

mansions, depending on your budget and lifestyle.

Consider renting a furnished apartment in a secure compound for
convenience and peace of mind.

If you prefer more space, look for a house with a backyard and security
features, such as fencing and alarms.

Be prepared for higher rental costs in urban areas, especially in Port
Moresby.

Chapter 3:

Navigating the Job Market

PNG offers a variety of job opportunities in industries such as mining,

petroleum, agriculture, and tourism.

Research potential employers and network with professionals in your
field before arriving.



= Obtain a work permit and ensure that your qualifications meet local
requirements.

= Be prepared for a competitive job market and consider starting your

own business.

Chapter 4:

Embracing the Healthcare System

PNG's healthcare system faces challenges, but there are private hospitals
and clinics that provide quality care.

= Free Download comprehensive health insurance to cover medical
expenses, including emergency evacuations.

= Bring a supply of essential medications, as some may not be readily
available in PNG.

= Follow health and safety guidelines, such as using insect repellent and
drinking boiled water.

Chapter 5:
Enjoying the Great Outdoors

PNG boasts stunning natural landscapes, from pristine beaches to towering
mountains.

= Explore the vibrant coral reefs and marine life by scuba diving or
snorkeling.

= Hike through lush rainforests and discover hidden waterfalls and
wildlife.



= Go on a birdwatching expedition and witness the incredible biodiversity
of PNG.

Chapter 6:
Education Options for Expat Families
PNG has a range of international and local schools catering to expat
families.
= Research different schools and consider factors such as curriculum,

facilities, and teacher-student ratios.

= Consider hiring a private tutor for additional support or to bridge any
language barriers.

= Attend school events and get involved in the parent community to build

a support network.

Chapter 7:
Adapting to the Cost of Living
The cost of living in PNG varies depending on your location and lifestyle.
= Groceries and imported goods can be expensive, so consider growing
your own produce or buying from local markets.

= Transportation costs can be significant, especially in remote areas.
Consider carpooling or using public transportation.

= Prepare for unexpected expenses, such as medical emergencies or
security costs.

Chapter 8:



Living Safely in PNG
PNG has a reputation for safety concerns, but with proper precautions,
expats can live safely and securely.

= Be aware of your surroundings and avoid walking alone at night.

=  Secure your home with alarms, fencing, and security cameras.

= Carry a personal safety alarm and know how to contact emergency
services.
Chapter 9:
Enjoying the Local Cuisine

PNG's cuisine is a blend of traditional and modern flavors, offering a unique
culinary experience.

= Try local dishes such as mumu (earth-oven cooked meat and
vegetables),sagu (sago pudding),and laplap (cassava leaves cooked
in coconut milk).

= Attend food festivals to sample a variety of local delicacies.

=  Grow your own herbs and vegetables to add freshness to your meals.

Chapter 10:
Building a Community in PNG

Connecting with the local community is essential for a fulfilling expat
experience.



= Join social groups, sports clubs, or volunteer organizations to meet
new people.

= Attend local events and festivals to immerse yourself in the culture.
= Learn about local history and customs to show respect for the country

you're living in.

Chapter 11:
Embracing the Adventure of a Lifetime

Living in PNG is not without its challenges, but it offers an unparalleled
opportunity for personal growth and adventure.

= Be open to new experiences and embrace the unexpected.
= Develop resilience and adaptability to navigate challenges with grace.
= Cherish the memories and friendships you make during your time in

PNG.

PNG is a land that will challenge your preconceptions, ignite your curiosity,
and leave an enduring mark on your soul. With the insights provided in this
guide, you're well-equipped to make living in Papua New Guinea an
extraordinary and unforgettable experience.
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