
Cultural and Social History of Cricket in
England Between the Wars: Sport in The
Interwar Years
Cricket has long been a beloved sport in England, and its popularity
reached new heights during the interwar years. This period saw the rise of
some of the game's greatest players, including Jack Hobbs, Herbert
Sutcliffe, and Wally Hammond. It also witnessed a number of important
social and cultural changes that had a profound impact on the game.
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In this article, we will explore the cultural and social history of cricket in
England between the wars. We will examine the game's impact on society,
politics, and national identity. We will also discuss the rise of professional
cricket and the emergence of the modern game.
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The Rise of Professional Cricket

One of the most significant changes in cricket during the interwar years
was the rise of professional cricket. Prior to the First World War, most
cricketers were amateurs. However, the financial pressures of the war
forced many players to turn professional. This led to a number of changes
in the game, including the of paid admission and the development of a
more competitive playing style.

The rise of professional cricket also led to a change in the social status of
cricketers. In the past, cricketers had been seen as gentlemen. However,
the professionalization of the game led to a decline in their social status.
This was reflected in the way that cricketers were treated by the media and
the public.

The Impact of the First World War

The First World War had a profound impact on cricket in England. Many of
the game's best players were killed or injured in the war. This led to a
decline in the quality of cricket and a decrease in the number of matches
played.

The war also had a significant impact on the social and cultural context of
cricket. The war led to a number of social and economic changes that had
a profound impact on the game. For example, the war led to the rise of the
working class and the decline of the aristocracy. This led to a change in the
way that cricket was played and watched.

The Interwar Years

The interwar years were a period of great change and upheaval in English
society. The war had left a deep scar on the country, and the economy was



struggling to recover. This led to a number of social and political problems,
including unemployment, poverty, and crime.

Despite these challenges, cricket remained a popular sport in England
during the interwar years. The game provided a sense of escapism and
entertainment for people who were struggling to cope with the difficulties of
everyday life. It also helped to promote a sense of national unity and
identity.

The Rise of the Modern Game

The interwar years also saw the emergence of the modern game of cricket.
This period saw the of a number of new rules and regulations, including the
use of protective helmets and the development of limited-overs cricket.
These changes made the game more exciting and accessible to a wider
audience.

The rise of the modern game also led to a change in the way that cricket
was played. In the past, cricket had been a slow-paced game. However,
the of limited-overs cricket led to a more aggressive and attacking style of
play.

The cultural and social history of cricket in England between the wars is a
fascinating and complex story. This period saw the rise of professional
cricket, the impact of the First World War, and the emergence of the
modern game. Cricket played a significant role in English society during
this period, and it continues to be a popular sport today.

Further Reading



* https://www.ecb.co.uk/news/1186092/cricket-and-the-first-world-war *
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2014/may/22/cricket-great-war-story-
social-change * https://www.espncricinfo.com/story/page-two-the-rise-of-
professionalism-in-english-cricket-121364
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