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By David Bordwell

In his groundbreaking book, "Film: What Can It Do Now," esteemed film
critic and theorist David Bordwell delves into the transformative power of
modern cinema, examining the ways in which it has evolved to reflect and
shape the complex realities of the 21st century.

Drawing upon decades of experience as a film scholar and a keen observer
of the cinematic landscape, Bordwell offers a comprehensive analysis of
the changes that have taken place in film form and content over the past
few decades.

He argues that modern cinema is characterized by a number of key trends,
including the rise of digital technology, the globalization of film production
and distribution, and the emergence of new genres and modes of
storytelling.
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Bordwell explores the ways in which these trends have impacted the way
we experience and understand film, from the way we consume it to the way
we interpret it.

The Rise of Digital Technology

One of the most significant changes that has taken place in modern cinema
is the rise of digital technology. The advent of digital cameras, editing
software, and projection systems has made it possible to create and
distribute films more easily and affordably than ever before.

This has led to a democratization of filmmaking, allowing a wider range of
voices to be heard and seen on the big screen.

Bordwell argues that digital technology has also had a profound impact on
the way we experience film. He notes that digital images are often more
realistic and detailed than traditional film images, which can create a more
immersive and engaging experience for viewers.

The Globalization of Film Production and Distribution

Another major trend that has shaped modern cinema is the globalization of
film production and distribution. Thanks to advances in transportation and
communication technology, it is now possible to produce and distribute
films to a global audience more easily than ever before.

This has led to the emergence of a truly global film industry, with films from
all over the world being seen by audiences around the globe.

Bordwell argues that globalization has had a positive impact on film, as it
has allowed audiences to experience a wider range of cultures and



perspectives.

The Emergence of New Genres and Modes of Storytelling

The rise of digital technology and the globalization of film production and
distribution have also led to the emergence of new genres and modes of
storytelling.

For example, the internet has given rise to a new wave of online films and
videos, while virtual reality and augmented reality are opening up new
possibilities for immersive storytelling.

Bordwell argues that these new genres and modes of storytelling are
expanding the boundaries of what is possible in film and offering audiences
new and exciting ways to experience the medium.

The Transformative Power of Modern Cinema

In "Film: What Can It Do Now," David Bordwell makes a compelling case
for the transformative power of modern cinema. He argues that film is not
simply a form of entertainment, but also a powerful tool for exploring and
understanding the world around us.

Through its unique ability to capture and convey human experience, film
can help us to see ourselves and our world in new ways.

Bordwell's book is a must-read for anyone interested in the future of film. It
is a thought-provoking and insightful exploration of the transformative
power of modern cinema.

Reviews



"David Bordwell's 'Film: What Can It Do Now?' is a brilliant and insightful
look at the future of cinema. Bordwell argues that modern cinema is a
powerful tool for exploring and understanding the world around us, and he
provides a wealth of examples to support his claims. This book is a must-
read for anyone interested in the future of film." - Martin Scorsese

"Bordwell's book is a timely and important contribution to the ongoing
discussion about the future of film. He provides a clear and concise
overview of the major trends that are shaping modern cinema, and he
offers a thoughtful and provocative analysis of their implications for the
future of the medium." - Steven Spielberg

"David Bordwell is one of the most respected film scholars in the world, and
his new book is a must-read for anyone interested in the future of film.
Bordwell offers a unique and insightful perspective on the transformative
power of modern cinema, and he makes a compelling case for why film
remains one of the most important art forms of our time." - Francis Ford
Coppola
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