
How Incentivized Losing Undermines the
Integrity of Our Major Professional Sports

Professional sports are a multi-billion dollar industry that captivates millions
of fans around the world. However, there is a growing concern that the
integrity of these sports is being undermined by a perverse incentive:
incentivized losing.

In this article, we will explore the concept of incentivized losing, its various
forms, and the devastating impact it can have on the integrity of
professional sports. We will also discuss potential solutions to this problem
and argue for the importance of maintaining the highest standards of
ethical conduct in professional sports.

What is Incentivized Losing?
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Incentivized losing is a situation in which a team or player has a financial or
competitive advantage to intentionally lose a game or perform poorly. This
can take a variety of forms, including:

Tanking: Losing games on purpose to improve draft position in future
seasons.

Resting key players: Withholding star players from games to give
them rest or avoid injury, even when the team is in a highly competitive
position.

Throwing a game: Intentionally losing a game for a specific reason,
such as to avoid relegation or to benefit another team.

Fixing: Artificially manipulating the outcome of a game for personal
gain or to influence the betting market.

The Devastating Impact of Incentivized Losing

Incentivized losing fundamentally undermines the integrity of professional
sports. When fans realize that the games they are watching are not being
played competitively, their trust in the sport is eroded. This can lead to
decreased viewership, damaged reputations, and a loss of faith in the
credibility of professional sports.

Moreover, incentivized losing can have a negative impact on the
development of young athletes. When young players see their idols
intentionally losing, they may learn that winning is not the most important
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thing and that it is acceptable to cheat or compromise integrity for personal
gain. This can lead to a dangerous cycle in which the values of
sportsmanship and fair play are replaced by a win-at-all-costs mentality.

Potential Solutions

Addressing the problem of incentivized losing requires a comprehensive
approach involving leagues, teams, players, and fans. Some potential
solutions incluem:

Adjusting draft rules: Leagues can implement rules that discourage
tanking, such as a lottery system that gives all teams an equal chance
of drafting the top prospects.

Ensuring competitive balance: Leagues can create salary caps,
luxury taxes, and other mechanisms to ensure that all teams have a
fair chance to compete.

Enforcing ethical codes: Leagues and teams should establish clear
ethical guidelines for players and coaches, and enforce these
guidelines with severe penalties for violations.

Educating fans: Fans should be informed about the dangers of
incentivized losing and encouraged to support teams that play with
integrity.

Incentivized losing is a serious threat to the integrity of professional sports.
It undermines the trust of fans, damages the reputation of the sport, and



has a negative impact on the development of young athletes.

Leagues, teams, players, and fans must work together to implement
solutions that discourage incentivized losing and promote the highest
standards of ethical conduct. Only by maintaining the integrity of our
professional sports can we ensure that they continue to captivate and
inspire future generations.
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