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This study guide provides a comprehensive overview of Hunter S.
Thompson's seminal work, Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. It includes
summaries of each chapter, analysis of the novel's characters and themes,
and discussion questions to help you engage with the text.
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Chapter Summaries

1. Chapter 1: We Were Somewhere Around Barstow on the Edge of
the Desert

In the opening chapter, Thompson and his attorney, Oscar Zeta Acosta,
embark on a road trip to Las Vegas to cover a motorcycle race for
Sports Illustrated. Along the way, they stop at a bar in Barstow,
California, where they meet a group of bikers who introduce them to
mescaline.
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2. Chapter 2: The Long, Strange Trip to Las Vegas

Thompson and Acosta continue their journey to Las Vegas, taking
detours along the way to visit a variety of strange and wonderful places.
They stop at a commune in the desert, where they meet a group of
hippies who are living off the land. They also visit a nuclear test site,
where they witness the detonation of a hydrogen bomb.

3. Chapter 3: Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas

Thompson and Acosta finally arrive in Las Vegas, where they check into
a luxury hotel and begin their coverage of the motorcycle race.
However, they soon become disillusioned with the city and its culture of
materialism and excess. They spend their time getting high and
gambling, and they eventually become involved in a series of
misadventures.

4. Chapter 4: The Great American Dream Machine

In this chapter, Thompson reflects on the American dream and its
promise of wealth and happiness. He argues that the dream is a lie, and
that it is leading to the destruction of the country. He also discusses the
role of the media in creating and perpetuating the dream.

5. Chapter 5: Going, Going, Gone

In the final chapter, Thompson and Acosta leave Las Vegas and return
to Los Angeles. However, they are both changed by their experiences in
the city. Thompson is disillusioned with America and its values, and he
feels that he has lost his faith in the country. Acosta is also changed, but



he is more optimistic about the future. He believes that the American
dream can still be achieved, but it will require a lot of hard work and
sacrifice.

Character Analysis

Hunter S. Thompson

Thompson is the protagonist of the novel, and he is also the narrator.
He is a journalist who is sent to Las Vegas to cover a motorcycle race.
However, he soon becomes disillusioned with the city and its culture of
materialism and excess. He spends his time getting high and gambling,
and he eventually becomes involved in a series of misadventures.

Oscar Zeta Acosta

Acosta is Thompson's attorney, and he is also his traveling companion.
He is a Chicano activist who is fighting for the rights of his people. He is
also a drug addict, and he is often the voice of reason in the novel. He
is the only character who seems to be able to see through the illusions
of Las Vegas.

The Great American Dream Machine

The Great American Dream Machine is a metaphor for the American
dream. It is a machine that promises wealth and happiness, but it is
actually a lie. It is a machine that is destroying the country.

Themes

The American Dream



The American dream is a central theme in the novel. Thompson argues
that the dream is a lie, and that it is leading to the destruction of the
country. He believes that the dream is based on materialism and
excess, and that it is not sustainable.

Drugs and Alcohol

Drugs and alcohol play a major role in the novel. Thompson and Acosta
use drugs and alcohol to escape from the reality of Las Vegas.
However, drugs and alcohol also lead to their downfall.

Journalism

Journalism is another important theme in the novel. Thompson is a
journalist, and he is sent to Las Vegas to cover a motorcycle race.
However, he soon becomes disillusioned with the media and its role in
perpetuating the American dream.

Discussion Questions

What do you think of Thompson's argument that the American dream
is a lie?

How do drugs and alcohol affect Thompson and Acosta's experiences
in Las Vegas?

What is the role of journalism in the novel?

How do you think the novel reflects the American culture of the 1960s?

What is the significance of the title Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas?



Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas is a complex and challenging novel that
offers a unique perspective on the American dream. It is a must-read for
anyone who is interested in American literature, journalism, or the 1960s
counterculture.

This study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the novel, and it
can help you to understand its characters, themes, and significance. I
encourage you to use this guide to help you engage with the text and to
develop your own interpretations of the novel.
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