
Study Guide For Langston Hughes Thank You
Ma Am
Langston Hughes's "Thank You Ma'am" is a timeless short story that has
captivated readers for generations. This study guide delves into the
intricacies of this beloved work, offering a comprehensive exploration of its
characters, literary techniques, themes, and more. By engaging in a
thorough analysis of the story, you will gain a deeper understanding and
appreciation for Hughes's masterful storytelling.
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Character Analysis

Mrs. Jones

Personality: Strong-willed, authoritative, compassionate

Appearance: Large and imposing, with a stern expression
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Motivation: To teach Roger a lesson and help him become a better
person

Role in the story: The moral compass, guiding Roger towards
redemption

Roger

Personality: Rebellious, defiant, but also vulnerable

Appearance: Tall, thin, with a sullen expression

Motivation: To escape his circumstances and seek freedom

Role in the story: The catalyst for Mrs. Jones's compassion and
Roger's transformation

Literary Techniques

Foreshadowing

Hughes uses subtle hints throughout the story to foreshadow Roger's
ultimate redemption. For example, when Mrs. Jones first encounters Roger,
she notices that he has a "sullen" expression, but his eyes also hold a
glimmer of hope.

Irony

The story is filled with ironic twists and turns. For example, Roger initially
attempts to rob Mrs. Jones, but she ends up teaching him a valuable
lesson and giving him a chance to change his ways.

Symbolism



The blue suede shoes that Roger steals symbolize his desire for a better
life. They represent the freedom and comfort that he longs for.

Themes

Compassion and Redemption

"Thank You Ma'am" explores the power of compassion and the possibility
of redemption. Mrs. Jones's kindness towards Roger, despite his initial
actions, shows that even those who make mistakes can be given a second
chance.

Race and Poverty

The story also touches on the themes of race and poverty. Roger's
desperate attempt to steal the blue suede shoes highlights the economic
struggles and racial tensions that he faces.

Comprehension and Critical Thinking Questions

1. Describe the initial encounter between Mrs. Jones and Roger. 2. How
does Mrs. Jones respond to Roger's attempt to rob her? 3. What does Mrs.
Jones's decision to give Roger the blue suede shoes symbolize? 4. How
does Roger change throughout the course of the story? 5. What is the
significance of the setting of the story?

Langston Hughes's "Thank You Ma'am" is a complex and rewarding short
story that offers a wealth of insights into human nature and the power of
redemption. By exploring the characters, literary techniques, themes, and
more, this study guide empowers you to fully appreciate the beauty and
significance of this literary masterpiece.
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