
Study Guide for Louise Erdrich's Tracks: A
Masterful Exploration of Identity, History, and
the Environment
Louise Erdrich's "Tracks" is a critically acclaimed novel that delves into the
complexities of Native American identity, history, and the environment. Set
in the tumultuous era of the Ojibwe tribe's forced removal from their
ancestral lands, the novel offers a poignant and thought-provoking
exploration of the impact of colonialism and the resilience of the human
spirit. Our study guide provides an in-depth analysis of the novel's key
themes, characters, and cultural significance, empowering you to fully
comprehend and appreciate Erdrich's masterpiece.
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Chapter-by-Chapter Analysis

Chapter 1: Introduces the novel's protagonist, Fleur Pillager, and
establishes the historical context of Native American displacement.

Chapter 2: Explores the theme of cultural identity as Fleur grapples
with her mixed heritage and the expectations of both her Native and
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white communities.

Chapter 3: Delves into the destructive effects of colonialism on the
Ojibwe people, including the loss of land, language, and traditions.

Chapter 4: Examines the role of women in Native American society
and the challenges they face in a patriarchal world.

Chapter 5: Focuses on the concept of storytelling and the power of
narratives to preserve cultural memory and resist oppression.

Chapter 6: Explores the theme of environmental degradation and the
interconnectedness between humans and the natural world.

Chapter 7: Concludes the novel with a message of hope and
resilience, as Fleur embraces her identity and fights for the
preservation of her people's culture and land.

Key Themes

Identity: The novel explores the complexities of Native American
identity in a rapidly changing world, examining the challenges and
opportunities of living in both Native and white communities.

History: "Tracks" provides a vivid and historically accurate account of
the forced removal of Native Americans from their ancestral lands,
highlighting the devastating impact of colonialism.

Environment: The novel explores the relationship between humans
and the natural world, emphasizing the importance of environmental
stewardship and the consequences of environmental degradation.

Storytelling: Erdrich uses storytelling as a central device to preserve
cultural memory and resist oppression, showcasing the power of



narratives to shape and reshape history.

Resilience: Despite the challenges they face, the characters in
"Tracks" demonstrate incredible resilience and determination,
embodying the strength and perseverance of the human spirit.

Character Analysis

Fleur Pillager: The protagonist of the novel, Fleur is a complex and
compelling character who struggles with her mixed heritage and the
expectations of both her Native and white communities.

Nanapush: Fleur's grandfather, Nanapush is a traditional Ojibwe
storyteller who holds the key to preserving the tribe's cultural memory
and traditions.

Pauline Puyat: Fleur's mother, Pauline is a strong and independent
woman who faces the challenges of raising a mixed-race daughter in a
prejudiced society.

Lazarus Ojibwe: Fleur's father, Lazarus is a white man who struggles
to understand and connect with his Native American family.

Lulu Nanapush: Nanapush's wife, Lulu is a supportive and loving
matriarch who embodies the resilience and wisdom of her people.

Cultural Significance

"Tracks" is a significant work of Native American literature that offers a
unique and insightful perspective on the history, culture, and struggles of
Native American communities. The novel has been widely praised for its
authenticity, its powerful storytelling, and its ability to shed light on the
complexities of Native American identity and the effects of colonialism. By



studying "Tracks," readers can gain a deeper understanding of Native
American history and culture, as well as the broader themes of identity,
history, and the environment.

Our study guide for Louise Erdrich's "Tracks" provides a comprehensive
and engaging analysis of the novel's key themes, characters, and cultural
significance. Whether you're a student preparing for an exam or a general
reader seeking to deepen your understanding of Native American literature,
our guide will empower you to fully appreciate the complexities and
brilliance of Erdrich's masterpiece. By embarking on this literary journey
with Course Hero, you'll gain invaluable insights into one of the most
important and celebrated works of American literature.
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