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Dee Alexander Brown's seminal work, '‘Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee,'
stands as a poignant and unflinching account of the tragic history of Native
Americans in the United States. Through meticulous research and vivid
storytelling, Brown brings to life the struggles, resilience, and heartbreak of
the Native American peoples during the period of westward expansion and
forced assimilation. This study guide, meticulously crafted by Course Hero,
is designed to provide you with a comprehensive understanding of Brown's
masterpiece.

Chapter Summaries

Chapter 1: The Great ThirstIn this opening chapter, Brown sets the stage
by describing the vast and unforgiving landscape of the American West,
where Native American tribes eked out a precarious existence. He
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introduces the Lakota and Cheyenne nations, their proud traditions, and
their deep connection to the land.

Chapter 2: The Coming of the White ManThe arrival of European settlers
marked a turning point in Native American history. Brown chronicles the
early encounters between Native Americans and explorers, missionaries,
and soldiers, highlighting the misunderstandings and conflicts that ensued.

Chapter 3: The Broken PromisesAs settlers encroached upon Native
American lands, the United States government entered into a series of
treaties with the various tribes. However, these treaties were often violated,
leading to a cycle of violence and mistrust.

Chapter 4: The Sand Creek Massacreln 1864, Colonel John Chivington
led a brutal attack on a peaceful Cheyenne village at Sand Creek,
Colorado. Brown's harrowing account of this massacre reveals the depths
of prejudice and brutality that existed toward Native Americans.

Chapter 5: The Washita Massacreln 1868, General George Custer's
troops attacked a Cheyenne village on the Washita River in Oklahoma,
resulting in another horrific massacre. Brown's vivid description of the battle
and its aftermath lays bare the devastating consequences of the ongoing
conflict.

Chapter 6: The Battle of Little BighornOne of the most iconic battles in
American history, the Battle of Little Bighorn marked a watershed moment
in the Indian Wars. Brown reconstructs the events leading up to and during
the battle, providing a nuanced understanding of both the Native American
and U.S. perspectives.



Chapter 7: The Long WinterFollowing the defeat at Little Bighorn, the
Lakota and Cheyenne faced starvation and hardship during the harsh
winter of 1876-77. Brown's account of their desperate struggle for survival
is both heartbreaking and inspiring.

Chapter 8: The Wounded Knee MassacreOn December 29, 1890, the
U.S. Army massacred over 300 Lakota men, women, and children at
Wounded Knee Creek. Brown's chilling description of this tragic event
serves as a haunting reminder of the brutality inflicted upon Native
Americans.

Chapter 9: The Ghost Danceln the wake of Wounded Knee, a spiritual
movement known as the Ghost Dance spread among Native American
tribes. Brown explores the beliefs and practices of the Ghost Dance,
highlighting its significance in the face of adversity and despair.

Chapter 10: The End of the TrailBy the early 20th century, Native
American tribes had been forcibly relocated to reservations, their traditional
way of life shattered. Brown concludes his narrative by reflecting on the
tragic loss and resilience of the Native American peoples.

Expert Analysis

In addition to providing chapter summaries, this study guide also offers
expert analysis to deepen your understanding of the book's key themes
and ideas. Our expert commentators provide insightful commentary on:

* The historical context of the Indian Wars * The impact of westward
expansion on Native American cultures * The role of prejudice and racism
in the treatment of Native Americans * The complex relationships between



Native American tribes and the U.S. government * The enduring legacy of
the Wounded Knee Massacre

Thought-Provoking Questions

To further stimulate your critical thinking, this study guide includes a series
of thought-provoking questions for each chapter. These questions
encourage you to engage with the text on a deeper level, consider multiple
perspectives, and formulate your own interpretations.

Enhance Your Learning

Whether you're a student preparing for an exam, a literature enthusiast
seeking a deeper understanding, or simply someone interested in the
history of the American West, this comprehensive study guide is an
invaluable resource. By utilizing the chapter summaries, expert analysis,
and thought-provoking questions, you'll gain a profound understanding of
Dee Alexander Brown's 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' and its enduring
significance.

'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' is a powerful and moving account of a
tragic chapter in American history. Through this comprehensive study guide
from Course Hero, you'll delve into the complexities of Native American
history, explore the themes and events of Brown's masterpiece, and gain a
deeper appreciation for the struggles, resilience, and legacy of the Native
American peoples.
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