
Unveiling the Poetic Masterpiece: A
Comprehensive Study Guide for Gerard
Manley Hopkins' "The Windhover"
Gerard Manley Hopkins' "The Windhover" is a breathtaking sonnet that
captures the essence of a hawk in flight. Through vivid imagery and
intricate language, Hopkins explores themes of nature, spirituality, and
beauty. This study guide provides a comprehensive analysis of the poem,
helping readers to delve deeper into its complexities and appreciate its
artistry.

Structure and Form

The Windhover" is a sonnet, a fourteen-line poem with a specific rhyme
scheme and meter. The poem is written in iambic pentameter, a rhythm
consisting of five pairs of alternating unstressed and stressed syllables.
The rhyme scheme is ABBA ABBA CDCDCD, with the final two lines
forming a rhyming couplet.
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The poem is divided into two stanzas. The first stanza describes the hawk
in flight, while the second stanza reflects on the spiritual significance of the
bird. The transition between the two stanzas is marked by the line "My
heart in hiding stirred for a bird."

Imagery and Symbolism

Hopkins' use of imagery in "The Windhover" is both vivid and evocative.
The hawk is described as a "buckle" and a "flame," suggesting its swiftness
and power. The "minion" and "rider" symbolize the hawk's relationship with
nature and God.

The wind is also an important symbol in the poem. It represents the Holy
Spirit, which inspires the speaker's awe and wonder. The wind is described
as "blue-bleak embers," "a kindling flame," and "a flood of fire," suggesting
its transformative power.

Themes

"The Windhover" explores several important themes, including:

Nature: Hopkins celebrates the beauty and power of the natural world.
The hawk is a symbol of God's creation, and its flight inspires the
speaker to appreciate the wonder of the natural world.

Spirituality: The poem is deeply spiritual, as the speaker finds God in
the beauty of nature. The hawk becomes a symbol of the Holy Spirit,
which inspires the speaker's faith and devotion.

Beauty: Hopkins' language is rich and evocative, capturing the beauty
of the hawk and the surrounding landscape. The poem celebrates the
beauty of both the natural world and the spiritual realm.



Poetic Devices

Hopkins employs a variety of poetic devices in "The Windhover," including:

Alliteration: The poem is rich in alliteration, such as "must be buckled
and bound" and "kestrel, hovering by me."

Assonance: Hopkins also uses assonance, such as "minion" and
"kindle" and "blue-bleak embers, ah my dear."

Metaphor: The hawk is described as a "buckle" and a "rider," creating
vivid and memorable images.

Personification: Hopkins attributes human qualities to the hawk, such
as "it strides high over.

Syntax: Hopkins' use of syntax is complex and unconventional, adding
to the poem's richness and complexity.

Analysis of the Poem

The first stanza of "The Windhover" describes the hawk in flight. The
speaker marvels at the bird's swiftness and power, likening it to a "flame"
and a "buckle." The hawk's flight is both effortless and purposeful, as it
"hovers" in the air.

The second stanza begins with a shift in perspective, as the speaker
reflects on the spiritual significance of the hawk. The hawk becomes a
symbol of the Holy Spirit, which inspires the speaker's faith and devotion.
The wind is described as a "flood of fire," suggesting the transformative
power of the Holy Spirit.



The poem concludes with a powerful affirmation of faith. The speaker
declares that he will "strive to love," even in the face of challenges. The
hawk becomes a symbol of hope and inspiration, representing the
speaker's desire to live a life of purpose and meaning.

Gerard Manley Hopkins' "The Windhover" is a masterpiece of English
poetry. Through its vivid imagery, intricate language, and profound themes,
the poem explores the beauty and power of nature, the presence of God in
the world, and the importance of striving for love and meaning.

This study guide has provided a comprehensive analysis of the poem,
helping readers to delve deeper into its complexities and appreciate its
artistry. By understanding the structure, imagery, themes, and poetic
devices of "The Windhover," readers can gain a deeper appreciation for
Hopkins' work and the enduring power of poetry.
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