War Ich Gut? Der Dresdner
Nachkriegsregisseur Erich Geiger

Erich Geiger (1905-1991) was a towering figure in the cultural landscape of
Dresden, Germany, in the aftermath of World War Il. As a director of theater
and film, he played a pivotal role in the reconstruction and revitalization of
the city's cultural life. His innovative productions and unwavering
commitment to artistic excellence left an indelible mark on Dresden and

beyond.
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Early Life and Career

Erich Geiger was born in Dresden on April 10, 1905. From an early age, he
displayed a passion for the arts, particularly theater. After studying drama in
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Vienna, he returned to Dresden and began his career as a stage actor. In
1934, he was appointed director of the Dresdner Schauspielhaus, one of
the city's leading theaters.

Under Geiger's leadership, the Schauspielhaus became a vibrant hub for
artistic experimentation and innovation. He staged daring productions of
contemporary plays, including works by Bertolt Brecht and Max Frisch, and
encouraged young actors and directors to push the boundaries of theatrical
expression.

The War Years and Aftermath

The outbreak of World War Il in 1939 brought an abrupt halt to Geiger's
career. He was drafted into the German army and served on the Eastern
Front. During his time in the military, he witnessed firsthand the horrors of
war and the devastation it inflicted upon human lives.

After the war, Geiger returned to Dresden, a city that had been reduced to
ruins by Allied bombing raids. Undeterred by the challenges, he
immediately set about rebuilding the city's cultural life. He founded the
Freie Volksbuhne, a theater company that staged productions in makeshift
venues throughout the city.

The Dresden State Opera

In 1947, Geiger was appointed director of the Dresden State Opera. Under
his leadership, the opera house quickly regained its former glory as one of
the world's leading musical institutions. Geiger staged acclaimed
productions of classic operas, including Mozart's "Don Giovanni" and
Verdi's "Aida," and commissioned new works from contemporary
composers.



Film Career

In addition to his work in theater, Geiger also pursued a successful career
in film. He directed several notable films, including "Das Beil von
Wandsbek" (1951),"Der Teufelskreis" (1956),and "Die Unvollendete"
(1960). His films often explored themes of guilt, redemption, and the search
for meaning in the aftermath of war.

Legacy and Impact

Erich Geiger's contributions to Dresden's cultural life were profound and
long-lasting. He helped to rebuild the city's shattered cultural landscape
and create a vibrant and dynamic arts scene. His innovative productions
and unwavering commitment to artistic excellence inspired generations of
artists and audiences alike.

Geiger remained active in theater and film until his death in Dresden on
July 23, 1991. He left behind a legacy of artistic achievement that continues
to resonate today.

The Book: War Ich Gut?

"War Ich Gut? Der Dresdner Nachkriegsregisseur Erich Geiger" is a
comprehensive biography of Erich Geiger, written by theater and film
scholar Dr. Ulrike Haase. This meticulously researched work draws on
extensive archival research, interviews with Geiger's colleagues and family
members, and the director's own personal papers.

Haase's biography offers a fascinating and intimate portrait of Geiger,
exploring his artistic vision, his struggles, and his triumphs. She vividly
recreates the cultural atmosphere of Dresden in the postwar years and



sheds light on Geiger's complex personality and unwavering commitment
to the arts.

"War Ich Gut?" is an essential read for anyone interested in the history of
theater and film in Germany, the postwar reconstruction of Dresden, and
the life and work of one of the most influential directors of the 20th century.

Erich Geiger was a visionary artist who played a pivotal role in shaping the
cultural landscape of Dresden in the aftermath of World War Il. His
innovative productions and unwavering commitment to artistic excellence
left an indelible mark on the city and beyond.

"War Ich Gut? Der Dresdner Nachkriegsregisseur Erich Geiger" is a
comprehensive and captivating biography that offers a fascinating insight
into the life and work of this remarkable director. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in the history of theater and film in Germany and the
postwar reconstruction of Dresden.
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12 Pro Wrestling Rules for Life: Unlocking
Success and Grit in Your Personal Journey

Step into the squared circle of life with "12 Pro Wrestling Rules for Life," a
captivating guide that draws inspiration from the captivating world of
professional wrestling....
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John Colter: His Years in the Rockies: A True
Story of Adventure and Survival

¢ John Colter was a frontiersman and explorer who spent years in the
Rocky Mountains during the early 1800s. His incredible journey through...
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